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The Evolution of Legal Education and  
Law Libraries Across the Pond 
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 Founding Stage (1779-1861) 
 Stage of Decline (1861-1920’s) 
 Struggling Revival Era (1920’s-1970’s) 
 Modern Era (1980-present) 







 Pointing to the constitution,  
 I will say to them, here is  
 the limit of your authority;  
 and hither shall you go,   
 but no further. 
 
 Commonwealth v. Caton, 8 Va. 5 (1782) 

  






  Many more law schools 
 1850: 18 
 1900: 96 
 1920: 140 
 
 Socratic Method of Teaching 
 
 Accrediting Bodies 
 1900: Association of American Law Schools 
 1921: American Bar Association 
  








Remove not the ancient 
landmark, which thy 
fathers have set. 
Proverbs 22:28 
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